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Development of Student Public Consciousness Through
Community Experience Learning:

The Case of Project of Returning to Stranded Thai People
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Abstract

This research works chose to study the case of “project of returning
nationality to stranded Thai people” that social innovation college made an
MOU with the Department of Administrative Affairs and many network parties.
The objective that in order to make the research result reflect the result that
happens from hands-on activity operation in learning and development
process of public conscience in order to know various driving force and impact
assessment to each other in learning activity operation of students through
hands-on community experience. This enabled students to have learning
experience to the social structure problem in a clearer way and created public
nsciousness by focusing on studying through the work operation of student
clubs along with the equality and fairness promotion center, social innovation
college as this project was a continuous activity that required volunteers with
determination, responsibility, sacrifice time, working hard. There were a lot of
volunteer students. This research was qualitative research focused on partic-
ipatory operational research. The important operational principle was to study
phenomenon in the overall picture. The researcher participated in the activity
and natural observation, prioritized and respected data of each individual,
studied from storytelling and lesson acquired by each individual by using the
principle of free exchange and participation and equality principle, creating
trust, using open-ended questions so that interviewees would feel as if it was
like a normal conversation so that the data were spoken meaningfully.

The finding which led to important suggestion of the college and
university were as follows. (1) Support of this project and other projects allowing
students to have more community experience by creating participatory process
that students had planned and be responsible for the work and developing
work operation mechanism and social budget with a clear and continuous work

plan. (2) course concerned with community activity was improved to be part
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of the teaching process such as opening 6 credits of elective subjects in the
summer as a choice to go learn community experience, providing internship
choice to students from second year and over. They might choose to have 2
trainings. Each on lasted two months to clearly find their interest (3) provide
in-class research scholarship under the condition of learning development that
used community as a foundation and students participated in the research
process to create motivation and support to teachers to create social service
academic work and increased teaching arrangement that combined activities
with community. (4) Arrangement of “social activity scholarship” for students
who came to study at Rangsit University. Moreover, there was a suggestion
for research about the educational philosophy to develop thinking principle,
teaching system to follow the outside- the-box learning process and there were
new choices in developing students, so they become people with social value,

having creativity and public consciousness.

Key words: Public consciousness, Volunteer activity of students, Experience on
communities Base, Educational Reformation, returning nationality to stranded

Thai people
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