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School Dropouts and Educational Management
Guidelines for Lifelong Learning: A Case of
District Learning Encouragement Center
(Minburi District), Bangkok
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This study has two primary objectives: 1) to examine the issue of limited
opportunities and school dropouts among out-of-school youth in Minburi
District, Bangkok, and 2) to explore lifelong learning management approaches at
the Minburi Learning Encouragement Center in Bangkok. This mixed-method
research includes survey data from 432 students in the center and in-depth
interviews with stakeholders, including 23 parents and 3 educators from the
Learning Encouragement Center. The findings reveal that most students drop out
during lower secondary school. The key reasons for dropping out fall into three
main categories: family-related factors (such as financial hardship, insufficient
family support, the need to work for family income and family separation),
student-related factors (such as low academic performance, misalignment with
academic goals, peer influence, and lack of interest), while environmental factors
(such as school regulations and lack of student input) have minimal impact. To
facilitate lifelong learning, the center focuses on educational activities tailored to
out-of-school youth and their learning objectives, using the Ministry of
Education’s curriculum as a foundation. Learning outcomes are assessed for
academic qualifications or competency levels. The learning management
employs 13 guiding principles, which include: addressing needs, credit transfer,
diversity, democratic values, and encouraging self-directed learning during
registration. Instructional approaches prioritize confidence, equity, age-
appropriate integration, flexibility, continuity, harmony, and relevance to life
experiences. Teaching time and methods vary based on learners’ needs and
capabilities.

Keywords: School Dropouts, Lifelong Learning Management, Non-formal
Education
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