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Abstract

This study is objectives of which are to study the people’s movement
in campaigning to unlock marijuana, to study history development of cannabis
use in Thailand for medicinal purposes and to study the lever point and the
turning point in the people’s movement to resolve the Narcotics Act, 1979 in
order to allow marijuana to be used as a medicinal drug. The study found that
in the Thai way of life, the story of marijuana has been seen for a long time and
the popularity of cannabis in the past was also evident in the murals. Also, in
Thai literature marijuana appears in many works such as Raden Randai of Phra
Maha Montri (Sap) which was composed during the reign of King Rama Ill. One
example is seen when Khun Phaen volunteered to fight against Chiang Mai.
At the same time, marijuana appears in many Thai drug recipes including the
textbooks on medicine, relief, etc. Since the Narcotics Act of 1979 declared
marijuana as a category 5 addictive drug, the wisdom in the use of cannabis
for medical use in Thailand has disappeared, i.e., no continuity out of
development from then. On the other hand, Western nations such as many
states in America, Australia and many other countries have legalized the
cultivation and use of cannabis as a whole food and recreational drug. However,
despite the current and active movement of the people’s sector to oppose the
law from time to time, it has not achieved any concrete result until an important
turning point that is considered a lever that allows liberalization of marijuana
to be accepted by society that causes widespread political discussions,
beginning with the product launch and research from Rangsit University found
important substances in cannabis that can inhibit cancer cells. Until a wide
reaction of society and leading to lenient changes in the policy level, from then
it started an awareness and response to all of the aforementioned cannabis.
This phenomenon is considered the success of the social movement that has

resulted in policy changes. In this regard, the people’s sector’'s campaigning
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movement has both practical activities through the activities of various groups
of organizations. The discourse by civil society is “cannabis as medicine” or
“marijuana as a magic drug”. Therefore, the social movement on liberal can-
nabis is considered a movement that has experienced success, even if you
cannot completely unlock marijuana, butit has resulted in unprecedented relief

in policy, laws and prohibitions.

Key words: Unlock Marijuana, New Social Movement, Rangsit University
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