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The expansion of rubber plantations on the Malay
Peninsula and the Siamese states along the southern
railway route, The dynamics of the relationship between
Chinese coolies and Singaporean rubber merchants
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The growth of the automobile industry in Europe and the United States in
the early 20th century was a factor in rubber plantation expansion in Southeast
Asia, particularly in areas of the British Malayan colony. British businessmen
foresaw economic opportunities during the automobile industry’s growth. There
was a shortage of supply for raw rubber materials, which enabled several British
companies to invest in commercial rubber plantations in the Malayan colony
before World War I. The rubber supply side was managed by Chinese
businessmen in Singapore and Malaya. They oversaw rubber cultivation and the
production of raw materials to supply the automobile industry in Europe and the
United States. The British colonial government promoted the acquisition of
cheap land and Chinese and South Indian coolie laborers. In doing so, the
Malayan colony became the largest producer of rubber. Rubber became a new
wealth economic crop in Southeast Asia in the early 20th century. This made
Phraya Ratsadanupradit realized the business opportunities that the Siamese
state should promote. He suggested the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State
of Siam diplomatically coordinated with England to request the purchase of
imported rubber varieties to be planted in the state of Siam. During that time,
the Siamese government built a railway line in the south, using the labor of
Chinese coolies to build the railway. At the same time, the Siamese government
had a policy to encourage Chinese people to plant rubber in forest areas on

either side of the railway in the south as an export product. A group of Fuzhou
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Chinese who had experience in rubber plantations from the British Malayan
colony of Perak immigrated to establish a rubber plantation community in
Nakhon St Thammarat province. The relationship between the Chinese from the
colony and the Singapore merchants had a structure that related to the That
rubber export business since after World War I. Later, the growth and expansion
of the Japanese automobile industry allowed the industry to purchase rubber
raw materials directly from Thailand and bypass middlemen from the

Singaporean market.

Keywords: Chinese Coolie, Rubber Boom, Siam State, Strait Settlements,

Singapore Merchants
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szua$1e Standard Thai Rubber dunmdsdszmadsalus ldiiauning
NA55Y AANWSY ANNWaluney afinfusrisusev dsesdndn (Tai Tong
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anad liidea lusinaten luvineaimsy (Crape Rubber) dasTginan 7 ulu
Asa1nausetionatnvinisednend lugedealus dAewaiurnisTugiusng
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puled MaazluRsnnesdsn lusdedostlouinaduidndy lsUuazansgomsn
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