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The Role of the Maha Phot Forest Conservation Club in
Opposing the Request for a Perlite Mining License,
Moo 3, Maha Phot Sub-district, Sa Bot

District Lopburi Province
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The objectives of the study were 1) to examine the process of civil society
leaders’ movements against perlite mining concession applications and 2) to
study the roles of civil society that influence their opposition to perlite mining
concession applications. This study analyzed documents and conducted in-depth
interviews with twenty critical individuals against the applications for perlite
mining concessions in Village Moo 3, Maha Phot Subdistrict, Sa Bot District,
Lopburt Province. Content analysis techniques were also used. The findings
revealed that a community of leaders is working together to preserve the
environment necessary to their community for generations. They inform the
community about the negative consequences of allowing perite mining in the
area. Everyone must be aware of the direct and indirect impacts of this decision.
It is the use of public space as a social space for members of the same class to
express their opinions on non-general matters. And civil society plays a
significant role as a gathering place for people with similar ideas and goals,
expressing them symbolically so that outsiders can see the hardships that people
in the community have endured due to the concession approval, including the
shortage of transparency in the past. Besides using power with community
members from both capitalist organizations and some government officials,
Lopburi requested assistance from the government by submitting a request to
establish a community forest. It also concentrates on reforestation and educating
the villagers on the law to prevent the use of legal power by entrepreneurs or
financiers, preserving renewable resources in areas where villagers can make
greater use of them and utilizing entrepreneurial psychology so that the villagers
would not lose the forest.

Keywords: The Role of the Maha Phot Forest Conservation Club, Opposing the
Request for a Perlite Mining License, Perlite Mining License,
Civil Society, Social Movement
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