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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to investigate the criminal
behavior of characters in detective novels and 2) to explore the causes of
crimes committed by the characters. Criminological theories were applied to
data analysis with an emphasis on characters who were criminals and victims.
The research investigated three detective novels including Murder on the Orient
Express by Agatha Christie, The Inugami Curse in Kosuke Kindaichi Series
by Seishi Yokomizo, and Kahonmahorathuek by Prapt. These three novels
present society in World War | and World War Il. The research analyzed data
using theories of criminology and victimology to find out causes of crimes. The
result revealed that vengefulness and conflicts as a result of safeguarding the
interest of the group were the major causes of crimes. Moreover, deviance
caused by economic recession, family problems caused by lack of parental
love and guidance, and low engagement caused by having no family were also
causes of crimes. The research also found sex crimes caused by a number of
factors including patriarchy, opportunity where a criminal and a victim having a
close relationship were together in a risk area, victims’ biological weaknesses
facilitating crimes, such as children, women, old people, victims of stupidity,
and political victims. Victims were found to be stimuli for crimes because what
they did resulted in criminal having conflicts and losing interest. Worst of all,
some victims were former criminals.

Keywords: Detective novels, Criminology, Crime, Victimology
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