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Abstract

The objectives of this research focus on 1) Analyze the role of Thai
traditional medicine in the public health system in which the additional role of
Thai conventional medicine and alternative medicine have been applied 2)
Synthesize the format and guideline on the role of Thai traditional medicine to
be proportionally practical and prevalent within the public health system. The
qualitative research methodology deploys in-depth interviews, focus group,
observation, document analyzation and specific case study approach. Signif-
icant informants are 24 governmental and private directors and executives in
different levels of positions, customers and local medics. The research area
covers Bangkok, Nakhon Pathom, Phitsanulok, Pracheenburi and Petchaburi
province.

The result shows that 1) The role of Thai traditional medicine in the
public health system has Thai traditional medicine and conventional medicine
with more public, efficient alternative medicine is found prevalent in private
hospitals. 2) Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine, which is
the major of frontier to activate policies into actions, confront the budget and
traditional medical expert shortage. General practitioner guidance dose not
cover all layers of national health problems and the loss in communication to
build trust to Thai citizens and allied health professionals still linger. Government
policies address the role of Thai Traditional medicine in the public health hos-
pitalization more than local Thai traditional medicine engagement (Civil society/
local residents), so the overall health situation among local people weakens.
When all policy-in-action decisions are centralized to vision and attitude of
the director. This research has discovered several development guidelines in
order to advance the role of Thai traditional medicine. (1) Increase the budget
for the Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine to activate their
action plans more efficiently (2) Develop the skill and increase more numbers

of medical experts in a variety of Thai traditional medicine circle so that they
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could be able to direct the role of Thai traditional medicine in the public health
system (3) Organize the medical personnel to align with the patients’ needs in
case the influx of patients in the local hospitals (4) Accelerate versatile skills
and experiences of general practitioners for all personnel in terms of healthcare
problems (5) Push the practical communication and publication to build trust
to Thai citizens and allied health professionals (6) Increase the government
measure to encourage the role of Thai traditional medicine in the private hos-

pitals and local medics.

Key words: Complementary Medicine, Alternative Medicine
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