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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the relationship between Thai songs
and security in several eras prior to World War |, World War Il, the Cold War, and
under the administration of National Council for Peace and Order or NCPO in the
current era. The results of the study are as follows :

In the World War | era, songs related with security have the main purpose
to support the idea of nationalism in order to encourage patriotism among Thai
people. Due to this vital objective, it primarily emphasizes on the songs composed
by His Majesty King Vajiravudh (Rama VI).

In the World War Il era, the purpose of songs related to security is to
evoke the concept of nationalism for Thai people to love the country and defend
sovereignty from any aggressors. The well-known songs belong to the works of
Luang Wichitwatakarn.

In the Cold War era, songs stipulate the threats of Communism and the
struggle of Thai people. There are a number of significant songs composed by His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX) such as the song titled “Kwam Fun
Un Sung Sud or the Impossible Dream.” Besides the song composed by His Late
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, there are also a number of songs composed
by ordinary people related to the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and insurgency
in Thailand. The majority of these songs describe lives of soldiers having to leave
their loved-ones for combat actions in the battlefields. During the period of the
violent fighting against Communism, the two outstanding songs in this category are
“Tham Khon Thai” and “Nhak Phaen Din”.

Finally, under the National Council for Peace and Order or NCPO era, the
security songs are composed to demand in affection, unity, and reconciliation of
Thai people through songs written by general Prayuth Chan-ocha — Chief of NCPO
— such as a song called “Khuen Kwam Suk Hai Prathet Thai or Return Happiness

to Thailand”.
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