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Abstract

This research aimed 1) to investigate problems and obstacles in stand-
ardized evidence collection procedures in crime scenes in remote areas and
2) to propose an approach for collecting evidence in crime scenes in remote
areas. This research was conducted using qualitative methodology, reviewing
related theories, literature, and research. Data were collected through in-depth
interviews with nine informants who were operation officers, policy makers,
forensic officers and experts, and witnesses. Data were also obtained from
information delivered to the public.

The result revealed that Thailand had its own standardized evidence
collection procedures for criminal cases and implemented the Minnesota Pro-
tocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death, a set of international
guidelines for the investigation of suspicious deaths. However, in the murder

case of ‘Chomphu,’ it was difficult to fully comply with those standards since



UA 7 QUUA 1 UNsIAL — DnUIEU 2567

the crime scene was on Phu Lek Fai Mountain, located in a hardly accessible,
remote area. More problems including insufficient forensic officers and doctors,
lack of bodies of knowledge and equipment, disturbed evidence (by media
agents and people who entered the crime scene before investigation officers),
unclear law determining roles and duties, and each related departments’
lack of standardized practices. The research recommended the increase
of specialized officers, the enhancement of investigation officers’ knowledge
through training on investigation in complex cases, the assignment of forensic
officers to be positioned at police stations, the production of operation manual,
the enhancement of public understanding of the significance of the security of
crime scenes, and the enforcement of law that determines roles and duties of

each responsible department.

Keywords: Investigation officers, Standard, Evidence, Crime scene, Remote

area, ‘Chomphu’ murder case
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