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The objectives of this research are to study the role of spiritual leadership and to
explore approaches for developing the role of spiritual leadership through the practices of
Somdet Phra Yanawachirodom (Luang Por Viriyang Sirindharo). The study employs a
qualitative research methodology, utilizing both documentary research and in-depth
interviews with 9 key informants, selected purposively from individuals involved in the
operations and holding significant roles. The findings reveal that the spiritual leadership role
of Somdet Phra Yanawachirodom (Luang Por Viriyang Sirindharo) is reflected through his
practices, which demonstrate essential characteristics. In terms of visionary practices, he
emphasized the development of knowledge by promoting education, as well as mental
cultivation by encouraging meditation practice. In terms of compassionate practices, he is
characterized as a leader full of benevolence, sacrificing personal comfort, showing care
and consideration for others, devoting himself to Buddhism, and dedicating his efforts to
creating public benefit for society. In terms of hope and faith, he possessed a naturally
generous disposition, a deep interest in Buddhist teachings, patience, diligence,
determination, and a focus on meaningful outcomes aimed at fostering peace and well-
being in society. Moreover, his leadership roles, as expressed through his practices,
teachings, and various projects/activities, can be categorized into five aspects: (1) mental
development, (2) the creation of shared meaning (knowledge and education), (3) inspiration
and empowerment (preservation and dissemination of Buddhist teachings), (4) human
development, and (5) social development. These findings illustrate his profound
understanding of the social context: when people live happily, enjoy good physical health,
maintain sound mental well-being, and possess stable occupations as quality human
resources across all sectors of society, they become a driving force in advancing social

development amidst the dynamics of contemporary global change.

Keywords: Spiritual Leadership, Spiritual Leadership Development, Religious Practices,

Somdej Phra Yana Vachirodom, Luangphor Viriyang Sirintharo
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