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Abstract

This research is directly relevant to the ASEAN Security Community
(ASC). One of the fundamental visions is particularly associated with com-
batting transnational crime and international challenges effectively in a timely
manner. This study has three objectives as follows; (1) to explore causes and
current situation of crime resulting from cross-border migration from Laos to
Thailand due to the establishment of ASEAN community, (2) to deeply analyse
immigration and crime trends across Thai-Lao borders, and (3) to propose
approaches to preventing the immigration from Laos to Thailand for criminal
purposes. The study is considered a mixed-methods research, employing
both quantitative and qualitative research methods. The quantitative study of
historical statistics was combined with the qualitative study of documents, prior
research, and literature. Furthermore, in-depth interviews were conducted to
gather crucial information from key informants, followed by two focus group
discussions. Research findings indicated that there were three main types of
crime in Thailand both before and after the foundation of ASEAN community,
including illegal immigration, drug-related crime, and forgery. However, after
the establishment of ASEAN community, police and army from both Thailand
and Laos have better strengthened their relationship and capacity to integrate
forces, share information, and contact each other to arrest perpetrators. There-
fore, the ASEAN community is an important factor that helps mitigate the impact

of crime originating from the immigration of Lao people to Thailand.

Keywords: Perpetration, Thailand, Lao People, ASEAN Community
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