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Abstract

The massacre of nine monks and lay monks at Phromkhunaram Tem-
ple, Phoenix, Arizona, on August 10, 1991 is a historic case that horrifies the
Thai people, and Buddhists in the United States. There were several accused
in this case beginning with the group known as the Tucson Four who pleaded
guilty to investigators soon after their arrest. But they were all released and
the police later arrested Jonathan Dudy and his close friend Alex Garcia, both
16-year-old teens, who have confirmed the case was a robbery. And both of
the accused pleaded guilty in which Mr. Alex Garcia testified that Mr. Dudy was
the one who killed all the victims alone. But Mr. Alex Garcia has been awarded
a special agreement called “Plea Bargaining” and will not be punished as much
as Mr. Jonathan Dudy. The author who was the President of the Dhammakaya
International Society of California was very concerned about this case and went
to talk to Mr. Dudy in the prison. After several investigations, it was conclud-
ed that Dudy was not as the Arizona authorities declared and believed in the
defendant’s innocence. Therefore, the author conducted campaigns in both
Thailand and the United States. Finally, he hired Professor Alan Dershowitz, a
prominent lawyer at Harvard University to fight for the defendant until the court
finally restored the trial of this case. Yet, the defendant was again convicted
of more than 200 years in prison from the Arizona Criminal Court. This article

analyzes the background of this horrific fight, both the attitude of Thai Bud-
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dhists and the US justice system, including revealing important people who

are involved in this case.
Keywords: massacre, Phrom Khunaram, Arizona, Jonathan Dudy, Alex Garcia
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