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This research aims to 1) study the pathways into prostitution in
contemporary That society, and 2) summarize policy recommendations regarding
the situation of prostitution in Thailand. This qualitative study implemented in-
depth interviews with 15 key informants: 1) representatives from establishments
that manage and connect sex workers with clients (5 individuals), 2) sex workers
working within such establishments (5 individuals), and 3) independent sex
workers (5 individuals). The study found that prostitution reflects the enduring
nature of sex work with a long history in Thailand, existing across all dimensions
of society, diverse markets and channels, and the struggle to escape power
relations and oppression. This struggle includes finding new terminology and the
social evolution towards acceptance of sex work as a profession. Factors
contributing to prostitution include those related to the sex workers themselves,
the economy, society, national policies, and the benefits received by those
involved in the sex trade. The study recommends decriminalizing sex work and
utilizing criminal and other laws to prosecute those who exploit, coerce, and
traffic women. This concept promotes the idea that sex workers should not be
exploited. It advocates for the recognition, protection, and rights of sex workers
as citizens. It also emphasizes the need for public health regulations. This
concept does not consider sex workers as criminals, unlike other offenses. As a
result, it leads to an improvement in the quality of life and working conditions
for sex workers, providing them with equality and the same standards of
citizenship, including the right to protection and appropriate care. This could be
a solution that helps reduce the negative perception of sex workers who are
currently oppressed by societal discourse.

Keywords: Prostitution (or Sex Work), Sex Worker, Contemporary Society,
Discourse
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