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Abstract

This research aimed: 1) to investigate best practices, problems, and
hindrance related to the redirecting of offenders from the justice system applied
by other countries, 2) to explore public attitudes towards the use of electronic
monitoring devices to propose approaches and, 3) to propose suggestive
approaches for the supervision of offenders using electronic monitoring devices
in the EEC to the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Labor. This qualitative
research applied mixed methods including document research and in-depth
interviews with eight key informants divided into four groups (two informants
each) including those well knowledgeable about criminology (Group 1), those
knowledgeable about rehabilitation (Group 2), drug offenders of working age
supervised using electronic monitoring devices (Group 3), and business/
industrial entrepreneurs in the Eastern Economic Corridor or EEC (Group 4).
The research collected data from 1,240 samples available from three provinces:
Chonburi, Rayong, and Chachoengsao.

The result revealed that the United States, England, Australia, and
Singapore had best practices. The countries were found to apply an alternative
punishment known as “intermediate punishment.” This form of punishment which
is a mixture of imprisonment and probation is more strictly but less harsh than
imprisonment. Through intermediate punishment, offenders were found to be
supervised though their community services under the supervisory measures
including intensive supervision probation, the use of electronic monitoring
devices, home incarnation or house arrest, house arrest with electronic
monitoring, residential community correction, etc. The analysis of the quantitative
data revealed that the 574 samples in the EEC or 44.11% agreed with the
application of electronic monitoring devices to the supervision of drug offenders
who were drug addicts and dealers (possessing heroine or other drugs of less

than 20 grams) and the employment of drug offenders with minimum wage.
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The 574 samples’ results were divided into ‘Mostly agree (130 samples) and
“Agree” (417 samples). In addition, 448 samples or 36.13% expressed no
opinions towards the policy. 245 samples or 19.76% disagreed with the policy:
“Disagree” (172 samples) and “Mostly disagree” (73 samples). The research
recommended four approaches of the supervision of defenders using the
electronic monitoring system: 1) having offenders to work in industrial factories
instead of being imprisoned (the amendment of the Thai Criminal Code and
ministerial regulations should be carried out if this approach is implemented),
2) having offenders completing at least one-third imprisonment period wear
electronic monitoring devices; this approach required no amendments of the
Thai Criminal Code but the proposition to the Ministry of Justice to amend the
Ministerial Regulations on Designation of Other Places as Prisons for the Super-
vision of Offenders or the Imprisonment of Persons Pursuant to Final Judgment
B.E. 2552 (2009) specially for limitations burdening factory owners , 3) carrying
on the Correction Industrial Estate Project as piloted in Ban Bueng Temporary
Prison, Chonburi, in November 2020, and 4) organizing a one-day working
program where imprisoned persons would be allowed to leave for work in the
morning and come back in the late afternoon; in this approach more offenders
wearing electronic monitoring devices for escape prevention could be allowed
to work out of the prison, and one prison custody official normally supervising

20 offenders could supervise up 50 offenders.

Key words: Criminal Justice, Diversion Programmes, Eastern Economic

Corridor, Electronic Monitoring,Narcotics
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