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“The Monarchy and the military.”:
before the change of government in 1932
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Abstract

It can be said that the monarchy and the military institution have had a
long-standing relationship that is distinct and inseparable. The military institution’s
role in maintaining and ascending to political power has often determined the
fate of governments elected through the democratic process, with coups being
a frequent outcome. This is an interesting topic.

The development and growth of the military institution, which is clearly
visible, began since the colonial era of the Western countries when they
expanded into Asia, including Thailand during the reign of King Rama IV. This
was due to the royal initiatives of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn who aimed
to modernize Thailand’s military in order to be prepared to face threats and
intimidation. This continued into the reigns of King Rama V and King Rama
VI, where the military institution was increasingly linked to the monarchy, with
the responsibility of supporting, protecting, and safeguarding the monarchy
to ensure its stability and security.

The discussion of the monarchy and the military institution before the
1932 Revolution is an attempt to present the relationship between these two
institutions in the early stages, as a basis for understanding the events that

have occurred since then up to the present day.

Key words: Monarchy, Military
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