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Abstract — Economic and social changes, particularly that of progress

in agriculture, trade, and discovery of new colonies as well as scientific rev-
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olution in western Europe the 15th-18th centuries, were important forces that

led to industrial and bourgeois democratic revolutions in Western Europe and
North America the 18th century. In the same period, Thai political economy
was characterised as a centralised monarchical system and self-subsistent
economy with large areas of land and small number of population. Thai people
could live self-sufficiently without resolving to economic or political revolutions.
However, once western industrialised countries became stronger and managed
to colonise most of the non-western world. Thai elites had to modernise Thai
economic system to survive under the expanding world capitalist economy as
well as imported some forms of western modernisation such as parliamentary
system and general election. Thailand became a dependent capitalist country
which never experienced radical economic and positional revolutions like in
France or the United State of America, so most Thai people did not understand

nor take active part in fighting for their political rights and freedom.
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