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Abstract

Some important thinkers, writers, philosophers, scientists in England, France,
Germany and the Netherlands in the 15th to 18th centuries have played an im-
portant role in revolutionizing the knowledge paradigms and ways of thinking of
the general public in that era. Old ideas based on faithful beliefs in the divine and
absolute power of the hierarchical Church and kings were challenged by new ideas,
i.e., that the world was regulated by a natural system with its own rules and reasons
that humans can discover and understand scientifically. These new ideas led to
the Enlightenment (with reason) movement, the Industrial Revolution and bourgeois
democratic revolutions in America and France at the end of the 19 th century.

Bourgeois democratic revolutions in America and France can partly be
traced back to the major political economic changes deriving from the contradic-
tion between the out-of-date feudal social relations (in production) and the more
progressive capitalist productive forces (technology). However, the revolution in
knowledge paradigm and way of thinking that was led by important intellectuals
in the 15th to 18th centuries have also played a significant role in the bourgeois
democratic revolutions in the West that later on expanded to other parts of the

world.
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